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BLACKOUTS, PRICE INTERVENTIONS & GEO-
POLITICAL TENSIONS: THE TRANSFORMATION
OF EUROPEAN ENERGY POLICY

Contribution by Afroditi Gkortsou - political scientist, international security expert

In April 2026, European energy policy faced three simultaneous crises. A major 2025 blackout
showed that renewables grew faster than voltage controls and grid investment. National price
caps threatened the single market, while the Russian gas ban took effect but not the oil ban. The
Strait of Hormuz became nearly impassable, raising prices despite reserve releases. With clean
energy investments falling short, the EU must accelerate its transition.
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