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EU ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY BULLETIN:
KEY DEVELOPMENTSIN MARCH 2026

Contribution by Afroditi Gkortsou

March 2026 turned out to be a defining month for environmental policy in the European Union.

First, environment ministers debated proposed changes to CO. standards for cars and vans, with the European Commission
signalling greater flexibility. A revised 90% emissions reduction target by 2035, down from the original 100%, alongside incentives for
alternative fuels and EU-based production, reflected increasing concern for industrial competitiveness and jobs.

Second, momentum grew in March toward restricting PFAS “forever chemicals,” as the European Chemicals Agency's Risk
Assessment Committee confirmed their serious risks fo human health and the environment. However, a parallel draft opinion from
the Socio-Economic Analysis Committee highlighted the potential costs of a blanket ban, particularly for industries, including clean
technologies, where alternatives remain limited.

Third, the entry into force of the Omnibus | Directive infroduced substantial rollbacks in corporate sustainability rules. Framed as
simplification, the changes reduce reporting and due diligence obligations for many companies, prompting criticism from
environmental groups over weakened transparency and accountability.

Taken fogether, March proved to be a moment of recalibration, pushing the EU to confront the gap between its climate rhetoric
and the messy reality of politics, economics, and public pressure.



TOWARD DETENTION AND DEPORTATION:
HOW THE RETURN REGULATION IS SHAPING
IMMIGRATION ENFORCEMENT

Contribution by Emma O’Flaherty

In March 2026, the European Parliament voted to open negotiations on the controversial Return Regulation, signalling a further
shift toward stricter and more punitive EU migration enforcement. The proposal would allow Member States to deport people
with no right to stay to third countries, including places they have no prior connection to, through the use of offshore detention
centres, or “return hubs.”

Supported by a codlition of mainstream conservatives and far-right groups, the vote reflects a broader move ftoward
deterrence-driven migration policies under the EU’'s new Pact on Migratfion and Asylum. Critics, including over 200 NGOs, warn
that the regulation risks normalising expanded detfention, forced returns, and infrusive surveillance practices, raising serious
concerns for fundamental rights.

The proposal also grants authorities increased powers to identify and detain individuals, with the possibility of detention lasting
up fo two years and expanded entry bans. Combined with the externalisation of detentfion, these measures have drawn
comparisons fo more punitive enforcement models, with opponents warning of reduced oversight and heightened risks of
abuse.

As negotiations with the Council move forward, the Return Regulation is emerging as a defining test of the EU's commitment to
human rights, highlighting the growing fension between its punifive migration regime and the bloc’s legal and ethical
obligations.
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